Prayers for Darfur: 

An Inter-Faith Thanksgiving Call to Action

From

The Massachusetts Coalition to Save Darfur

Dear Clergy Members,

You have the power to save lives.  Your actions can make a difference!

In January of this year, over one hundred faith-based, advocacy, and humanitarian aid organizations launched a national campaign to raise awareness of the genocide taking place in Darfur and promote the action necessary to ending it. Thousands of congregations across the country have joined this effort.

Even so, in recent months the situation has continued to deteriorate and the violence has escalated.  It is imperative that we continue to speak out and take action to help save lives in Darfur NOW.  

This Thanksgiving, we encourage you to join with other people of faith across America in prayer and action for the people of Darfur. The steps are simple:

1)  Learn about the crisis in Darfur through the materials provided in this packet, and at www.savedarfurma.org and www.SaveDarfur.org
2) Write a sermon which will bring awareness to your congregation about the plight of these children of God and your faith’s response to such suffering.

3) Invite your congregation to pray or offer a moment of silence for the people of Darfur. (Sample prayers included.)

4) Distribute the Call to Action flyer included in this packet (also available at www.savedarfurma.org.)  Encourage volunteers to lead the congregation in taking collaborative action to build off of the energy created from your prayer. 

If your Thanksgiving service is already planned, consider the week of December 10th (International human Rights Day) or at any point during the holiday season.  

This packet will provide you with everything you need to get started.  For further information, please visit www.savedarfurma.org or contact me at ____________.

Sincerely,

Town Representative

Massachusetts Coalition to Save Darfur 
Background on the Crisis in Darfur

Since February 2003 over 400,000 people have died and over 2.5 million

people have been displaced from their homes. Each day, over 500 innocent

people die from violence, malnutrition and disease. The people of Darfur experience horrendous crimes, including gang rapes of women and girls, burning of homes and religious buildings, killing of babies, and other atrocities.

Despite their efforts to help civilians, relief organizations have been targeted and aid workers have been arrested by the Sudanese government. Today, more than 2.5 million people are suffering from a preventable humanitarian crisis in the Darfur region of western Sudan.  Not since the Rwandan genocide of 1994 has the world seen such a calculated campaign of displacement, starvation, rape, and mass slaughter.

Government-backed militias, known collectively as the Janjaweed, have systematically eliminated entire communities and continue to do so. Government air strikes frequently precede these vicious militia raids. Villages are razed; women, men, and children are raped, tortured, and murdered.

The Janjaweed also target and destroy Darfurian food and water supplies, threatening the victim’s chance for survival. These people are being deprived of their humanity. Many of them have lost their homes, communities, families, and dreams for the future.  The Sudanese government has failed to protect them; in fact, it is behind their annihilation.

Recent reports show that while violence continues, survivors in overcrowded refugee camps are threatened by disease and famine. If the violence continues and people do not receive adequate aid and protection, many more Darfurians will die.

The international community must approve and deploy a strong United Nations peacekeeping force for Darfur. This will take significant leadership from the UN Security Council, and significant contributions from all nations able to help get the force off the ground. The UN force will protect civilians, allow aid workers to do

their jobs, and will help implement the struggling Darfur Peace Agreement. 

Since the signing of the Darfur Peace Agreement on May 5 of this year, things have actually gotten worse, and the possibility of a dramatic increase in death rates looks increasingly real.  We owe them our support and prayers. We owe them our courage and experience. We must do something to help those who suffer, and this time we can.
Thanksgiving Services for Darfur

As we give thanks at this time of year for all the bounty that is ours, let us pledge not to forget those who are less fortunate.  While our tables are full, let us remember those who have one meager meal a day.  While family and friends surround us at the holiday, let us remember those whose families have been decimated by armies of people and armies of disease.  Let us pledge together to make a difference; let us rally to the call to conscience to save Darfur.  Now is the time!

We have provided the material below for inspiration in your effort to develop a service that is appropriate for your congregation:

Scriptures and Teachings

Leviticus 19:16
Thou shalt not stand idly by the blood of your neighbor

Proverbs 24:11-12

Rescue those being led away to death; hold back those staggering toward slaughter. If you say, “But we knew nothing about this,” does not he who weighs the heart perceive it? Does not he who guards your life know it? Will he not repay each person according to what he has done?

Isaiah 58:9-12

If you do away with the yoke of oppression, with the pointing finger and malicious talk, and if you spend yourselves in behalf of the hungry and satisfy the needs of the oppressed, then your light will rise in darkness, and your night will become like the noonday. The Lord will guide you always; he will satisfy your needs in a sun-scorched land and will strengthen your frame. You will be like a well watered garden, like a spring whose waters never fail. 

Adapted from Al-Qur’an, Surah 5:32

He who has killed an innocent soul, it is as if he had killed all humanity. And he who has saved an innocent soul, it is as if he has saved all humanity.

Sample Sermon, Homily, Dvar Torah, and Jumu’ah Khutbah

What if God is One of Us?

Luke 10: 25-37

August 8, 2004

By Reverend Dr. Roy Howard, Saint Mark Presbyterian Church, Rockville, MD

Let us begin with a confession. We have heard the story of the Good Samaritan so many times that we can hardly hear it again without daydreaming through the telling…Confessing my boredom and not wanting to inflict you with more of the same, I went looking for God in this story. Whether I discovered God is a question best left unanswered; but two events merged that helped me to hear with fresh ears this parable.

The first event was a commentary on a nightly news program and the second was a song that kept singing into my soul. What I saw the other night was babies with large eyes and limbs the size of tooth picks. They were in the arms of women looking sad and frightened, telling stories of being assaulted repeatedly, their husbands killed in front of them and, their families forced to flee for safety across a vast desert with no bread or water… 

One click of the remote at the end of the day and suddenly there was a congressman asking a very direct question. So direct that it hit me with the force of the Word of God. I suspect this is why, the theologian Karl Barth once said we are to read the bible in one hand with the news in the other. The congressman who had traveled to the Darfur region of Sudan was pleading, "Where in God's name are the churches on this issue? And what their leaders - Pastors, Priests, Rabbis and Imans - saying to them?" I set the remote down; sealed the bag of chips and listened as if he were speaking to me; which of course he was, only more directly than he could ever imagine.

"Don't they know that nearly 300,000 people are already going to die and that with no more immediate action, 1 million men, women and children will die needlessly because the world community did not do anything?" He went on, "now, I understand for the first time, how the world could have sat by and let a holocaust of 6 million Jews be slaughtered while we talked endlessly about

resolutions, delays and hesitations. But, not now, we should know better. What will be our fate if we let this happen again? This is genocide before our eyes. Couldn't the religious communities at least raise their voices for these children, who are nearly half-dead already, and not wait another 30 days or 90 days?"

Nearly half-dead already? My God, I thought, he is talking about the man lying beside the road to Jericho. He is pointing to the priest and the lawyer and all the others who walk past him, doing nothing, offering up religious reasons for their unwillingness to take a risk for the sake of one who is dying. Without knowing it, he is asking where are the good Samaritans who will rise up to help?

Why do any of this? Is it simply because a congressman's harangue was effective enough to prod me into action? Frankly, politicians harangue about all issues and clergy are always targets of criticism for our action or non-action. No, the congressman's plea was not the only reason. There was a theological reason, too. The song that urged itself upon me suggests it. It draws our attention to the truth that lies at the heart of Jesus' parable of the Good Samaritan…It was the one least expected, the outsider, who helped the man. Every since then he has been called the Good Samaritan. Actually, he was only an ordinary man walking along the side of the road who saw a man nearly dying. He recognized him as his neighbor and in so doing, reached out to help him. That's all; nothing heroic unless, of course, doing the good deed is heroism. When the story was over, Jesus asked the lawyer, “Who proved himself a neighbor?” Go, then and do likewise.

A belated Muslim response to the humanitarian crisis in Darfur

23 July 2004/5 Jamad al-Thani 1425

By Imam A. Rashied Omar, Islamic Society of Michiana (South Bend, Indiana)

http://www.wcc-coe.org/wcc/what/interreligious/cd43-05.html

It is crystal clear now that the situation in Darfur, Sudan has reached horrific proportions and Muslims can no longer deny or turn a blind eye to this ongoing human suffering.

In this khutbha/sermon I would like to share some guidelines as to how we should be responding to the current crisis in Darfur, Sudan.

How then can we operationalize these guiding Islamic principles?  Using the Islamic principles outlined above as their beacon, I would like to propose four strategies that may be useful in helping Muslims respond to the current crisis in the Darfur. 

First, as Muslims and members of the larger human family, we should add our voices to the calls on the Sudanese Government to establish an immediate cessation of hostilities by; (a) disarming and disbanding the Janjawid militia operating in Darfur; (b) ensuring full access for humanitarian efforts to assist and repatriate the displaced people of Darfur and (c) ensuring full access for international human rights monitors.

Second, we should raise funds to support the Darfur relief efforts. This is a critical juncture in which Muslims should arise to their Islamic responsibility and fulfill the third and most neglected pillar of Islam by discharging their zakat/charities generously.

Third, in light of the recent claim by Human Rights Watch that it has obtained official Sudanese government documents that “illustrate the involvement, at the highest levels, of the state bureaucracy in the recruitment and arming of militia and the authorization of their activities that have resulted in crimes against humanity and war crimes,” we should call for the United Nations to establish a high-level Darfur investigative tribunal to look into these allegations.

Last but not least, while it would be simplistic to attribute the carnage in Darfur purely to motives of racism as has been implied in much of the media reporting of Arabs against Africans, we need to acknowledge that Northern Sudanese, who ironically themselves have African roots often display paternalistic attitudes towards their fellow compatriots residing in the Southern and Western Sudan. We need to purify and heal our souls and rid our communities from the scourge of racism through a vigorous education campaign. But the first stage of purification of our souls (tazkiyat-unnafs) and reform of our community/islah al- ummah is acknowledgement.”

Sudan: Why Jews must break the silence.

August 27, 2004

By Rabbi Barry H. Block, Senior Rabbi, Temple Beth-el, San Antonio, Texas

bblock@beth-esla.org

“You must not remain indifferent.” These words, in this week’s Torah portion, may be the most haunting in all of Scripture…Most difficult, without a doubt, is to shake off our indifference about problems we do not see, suffering that does not affect us directly, people with whom we seem to have little connection.

Pastor Martin Niemoeller put it best during World War II: “I was not a Jew, so when they came for the Jews, I did not speak. I was not a trade unionist, so when they came for the trade unionists, I did not speak...” He continued in a similar vein, finally saying, “and then they came for me, and there was nobody left to speak up for me.”

Tonight, we concentrate on the tragedy of Sudan… Untold violence has raged in Sudan for decades. The victims are Christians, Muslims, and Animists. I am a Jew. My own people have problems. Is this one mine? My own nation is at war, engaged in a great conflict against the evils of terror. Does the conflict in Sudan merit my great concern?

Two months ago, the Central Conference of American Rabbis resolved: “The affirmation of all people, which flows from being created in God’s image, is entrenched in Judaism at its very foundation. As a people intimately acquainted with the horrors of genocide, we are obligated to speak out and take action when other peoples are similarly threatened with annihilation. As Jews, we cannot

remain silent.” As our Torah teaches: “You must not remain indifferent.” …

The world must not remain silent. America must not remain silent. Above all, the Jewish people must not remain silent. The most obvious reference, of course, is to the Holocaust… Today’s world is much smaller. The globe has shrunk. We do know what is happening in the Sudan, just as we knew about the genocide in Rwanda ten years ago, when 800,000 people of the Tutsi minority were murdered in 100 days.  The Torah commands each of us, every single person, “You must not remain indifferent.”

Let us join our voices to those who refuse to be indifferent about the suffering in Sudan. We Jews know, all too well, what can happen when the world ignores murder and expulsion and degradation. We have been strangers in this world, marked for death and destruction. 

Countless times, our Torah commands us: “Remember the heart of the stranger, for you were strangers in the land of Egypt.” Today, the world’s strangers are the dark-skinned peoples of Sudan, Christians and Animists in the South and Muslims in Darfur, in the west. Let us remember them, and let us never forget. Let us intervene in today’s attempted genocide, before it must be called another Holocaust, before it is too late. Let us never be indifferent.

Amen.

Responsive Reading For the People of Darfur

Leader: The plight of our brothers and sisters in the African country of Sudan, in the region of Darfur resounds with horror. Over the past three years, more than 400,000 people have died, more than 2.5 million people have been displaced from their homes, and 3.5 million people are at risk of starvation. The faith community must be vigilant and act to end this humanitarian crisis.

People: We have the power to stop it. But we must act now, before it’s too late. We offer our support and prayers to the people of Darfur.

Leader: Every day more and more people die from violence, malnutrition and disease. The faith community must be vigilant and act to end this humanitarian crisis.

People: We have the power to stop it. But we must act now, before it’s too late. We will lend our voices to other voices of faith who demand an end to the genocide in Darfur.

Leader: The people of Darfur experience horrendous crimes, including gang rapes of women and girls, burning of homes and religious buildings, killing of babies, and other atrocities. The faith community must be vigilant and act to end this humanitarian crisis.

People: We have the power to stop it. But we must act now, before it’s too late. We will join citizens from around the world in calling for the international community to implement a UN peacekeeping force to protect the people of Darfur.

Leader: In the 20th century, we have known mass slaughter of human life,

displacement, starvation, and rape as a means of ethnic cleansing in Armenia, The Holocaust, Cambodia, Bosnia, Rwanda. Now in South Sudan and in Darfur, hundreds of lives have been lost in the 21st century, but countless more can be saved. The faith community must be vigilant and act to end this humanitarian crisis.

All: We are witnessing the destruction of human life. Let us join hearts with the faith community throughout America—in prayer, in action, and in spirit, to let the Darfurian people know that they are not abandoned. Not on our watch will we stand idly by and have genocide occur. We pray that peace, protection, and mercy prevail in Sudan. Amen.

Sample Prayers

Prayer from a Darfuri Woman

“I want to join my prayers to many other voices. Every few months we are driven away from one refugee camp to the other, so far in the desert where nothing, nothing at all exists. This is no way for a human being to live. No way to live in such a shocking place – uncultivated, waterless, treeless and barren region...! Everything is burning, Lord, around me, around us ... in me, in us ... Everything is barren, hell, hell...! Yet, Lord, we believe you are there, beside us. 

We pray for all the Africans living now our same condition.

Bring back peace and tranquility to our beloved country.

Peace which is desired by everybody, the old and young,

Rich and poor, women and men. Amen...amen...Let it be so.”

— © Gloria Silvano, Sudan / CAFOD

Prayer from the United Nations

Merciful and compassionate Spirit

Be present to the suffering people of Sudan

Shelter the widows and the children

Comfort all who are weary and afraid

Bring relief to those who hunger and thirst

Center our thoughts with those who suffer in silence

Move us to recall our shared humanity

Unite us in our determination to respond to injustice

May we never forget! May we never forget!

Hear our prayer. Make our action swift.

Anonymous Prayer

Loving God, we know there are tremendous problems facing the world – natural disasters, civil wars, violence, disparities in resources, and sickness – We confess that there are days when we look the other way, change the channel, or pretend the problems don’t exist. We say that the problem is someone else’s concern or displace the blame. We are not confident that we can make an impact and we fear failure for ourselves and on the behalf of others. We might even think that moving to make a difference will change us in ways that we will not like or make us uncomfortable. Before we begin, we desire to give up – on our opponents and on the victims. Forgive us for our faint-heartedness and selfishness, for failing to love others as we should, and for failing to believe that you have empowered us to protect our brothers and sisters. Remind us

Holy One that some faithful persons refused to give up on us, and that You have not given up on any of us. AMEN.

The Prayer of Saint Francis

Lord, make me an instrument of your peace.

Where there is hatred ... let me sow love

Where there is injury ... pardon

Where there is doubt ... faith

Where there is despair ... hope

Where there is darkness ... light

Where there is sadness ... joy

Divine Master,

grant that I may not so much seek

To be consoled ... as to console

To be understood ... as to understand,

To be loved ... as to love

For it is in giving ... that we receive,

It is in pardoning ... that we are pardoned,

It is in dying ... that we are born to eternal life

Hindu Prayer for Peace

Oh God, lead us from the

unreal to the Real.

Oh God, lead us from darkness to light.

Oh God, lead us from death to immortality.

Shanti, Shanti, Shanti unto all.

Oh Lord God almighty, may there be peace in

celestial regions.

May there be peace on Earth.

May the waters be appeasing.

May herbs be wholesome, and may trees and

plants bring peace to all. May all beneficent

beings bring peace to us.

May thy Vedic Law propagate peace all

through the world.

May all things be a source of peace to us.

And may thy peace itself, bestow peace on all

and may that peace come to me also.

For prayers from other faith traditions please see www.SaveDarfur.org/Faith

A Call to Action for Darfur
We ask that individuals and congregations across Massachusetts join together in action for Durfur with their conscience as their guide.  Here are some suggestions…do one, do some, do all.  Whatever you choose to do, no matter how big or small it seems, you can make a difference!
Call the White House at 202-456-1111 and ask President Bush to use all diplomatic means necessary to admit UN peacekeepers immediately to protect civilians in Darfur. You will speak to a communications coordinator who will take down your comments.  If you get a busy signal, please try again. Repeated calls are effective. For scripts, visit www.savedarfur.org.
Write a lettter to Kofi Annan at The United Nations, 799 United Nations Plaza, NY, NY 10017 or fax to 212-963-7055. Emails can be sent to inquiries@un.org. The message should stress that he do all he can to protect civilians by ensuring that the transition from AU to UN peacekeepers in Darfur begin as soon as possible
Support divestment from Sudan.  Visit www.savedarfurma.org to learn more about the bill pending in the Massachusetts legislature and what you can do to help.
Wear a green wristband and display a lawn sign.  Hand wristbands out to friends, family, co-workers, or anybody interested.  Explain why it's important to draw attention to the situation in Darfur. Help raise awareness with a lawn sign in your neighborhood.  Both items are available at www.savedarfur.org.
Organize a Teach-In with experts on the situation and survivors of genocide, to educate yourself and your community. Contact the Massachusetts Coalition to Save Darfur

 HYPERLINK "mailto:emueller@savedarfurma.org"  for resources and information at www.savedarfurma.org

Write an email to family and friends explaining why this issue moves you and why it is so important to take action. Talking points are available at www.savedarfur.org.
Write letters, make calls, or meet with Members of Congress urging them to support Darfur-related legislation that can make a difference. For contact information for your elected officials, visit http://www.wheredoivotema.com/bal/myelectioninfo.php.
Write Letters to the Editor of your community newspaper to increase awareness and spur others to act.
Raise and donate money relief efforts.  Make a contribution to an organization that is providing humanitarian aid to the people of Darfur, such as Oxfam, American Jewish World Service and Church World Service.  

Support the Massachusetts Coalition to Save Darfur.  Your donations will help to fund the coalition's events and activities.  Visit www.savedarfurma.org
Remember, no matter what you do, however big or small the action may seem, you are making a difference; you will not be one of the many who have stood idly by!

Additional Resources

Faith-Based Humanitarian Relief Groups:

Catholic Relief Services - www.crs.org

American Jewish World Services - www.ajws.org

Islamic Relief - www.irw.org

Bread for the World - www.bread.org

Lutheran World Relief - www.lwr.org

Presbyterian World Service & Development - www.presbycan.ca/pwsd

United Methodist Committee on Relief - http://gbgm-umc.org/umcor

Addresses and Phone Numbers

Senators - www.senate.gov or 202-224-3121

Representatives - www.house.gov or 202-224-3121

President Bush - www.whitehouse.gov or 202-456-1111

Information and News Sites

Massachusetts Coalition to Save Darfur – www.savedarfurma.org

Save Darfur Coalition - www.SaveDarfur.org

International Crisis Group - www.CrisisGroup.org

Darfur Information Center- www.DarfurInfo.org

Darfur: A Genocide We can Stop - www.DarfurGenocide.org

Human Rights Watch - www.hrw.org

Africa Action - www.AfricaAction.org

Passion of the Present - www.PassionofthePresent.org

Students Taking Action Now: Darfur - www.STANDarfur.org

Sudan Church Materials - www.sudanchurchmaterials.com

Speakers List

An extensive state-by-state list is available; please e-mail speakers@savedarfur.org

For more information or assistance with your Darfur initiatives, please contact: www.savedarfurma.org

