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State and City Treasurers on Sudan Divestment

California

As Treasurer of California, Phil Angelides served on the boards of both the California Public Employees’ Retirement System (CalPERS) and the California State Teachers’ Retirement Sytem (CalSTRS), the two largest public pension systems in the country. Angelides has been a longtime advocate for divestment from Sudan, endorsing both the University of California and California state divestment campaigns. The UC divested in March 2006, and the state followed suit in September 2006.

Articles:

http://www.angelides.com/news/pressreleases/2006_0922_sudan.html 

http://www.angelides.com/news/pressreleases/2006_0406_castrs.html 

Connecticut

Treasurer Denise Nappier led her state’s divestment campaign by pushing for the introduction of Sudan divestment legislation. Connecticut’s divestment bill passed in June 2006.

Articles:
http://www.state.ct.us/ott/morenews/2006/morenews042606.pdf 

http://www.wtnh.com/Global/story.asp?S=4779083 

Kentucky

Treasurer Jonathan Miller has led the charge to divest Kentucky’s public pension funds of several offending companies doing business in Sudan. As a result of his efforts, the Kentucky Teachers’ Retirement System voted unanimously to establish and implement a Sudan divestment policy in December 2006.

Articles:
http://www.pionline.com/news.cms?newsId=4376 

http://www.thecompassionatecommunity.com/nucleus/index.php?itemid=19 

Missouri

As both State Treasurer and a trustee on the board of the Missouri State Employees’ Retirement System, Sarah Steelman has emerged as a national leader on anti-terror divestment. (Anti-terror divestment would include divestment from Sudan, a state sponsor of terror.) In June 2006, implemented an anti-terror divestment policy for a small state fund of which she is the sole fiduciary. This session, Treasurer Steelman will be advocating for anti-terror divestment legislation that would include all of Missouri’s public funds, including MOSERS.

Articles:
http://www.treasurer.missouri.gov/pressroom/MITFund.html 

http://www.forbes.com/businessinthebeltway/2006/07/12/beltway-business-terror-cz_ms_0712terror.html 

North Carolina

In November 2006, Treasurer Richard Moore successfully pushed the North Carolina Retirement Systems to divest from nine companies aiding the Sudanese regime. He will be supporting targeted Sudan divestment legislation being introduced this session.

Articles:

http://www.treasurer.state.nc.us/NR/rdonlyres/42F00746-F514-446E-8155-30A8ABEEE1DB/0/SudanDivestment.pdf
http://www.newsobserver.com/104/story/505342.html 

Philadelphia

In September 2006, the board of the Philadelphia Municipal Retirement System adopted a targeted divestment resolution, introduced by City Controller Alan Butkovitz.

Articles:
http://www.philly.com/mld/dailynews/news/opinion/15636290.htm 

http://www.philly.com/mld/inquirer/news/local/states/pennsylvania/counties/philadelphia_county/philadelphia/15624903.htm 

Rhode Island

Treasurer Frank Caprio included Sudan divestment in his campaign platform and is currently supporting a targeted divestment bill this legislative session.
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